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.SPECIAL SESSION

CHAMBER OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE]
CITY OF INDIANAPOLIS, V

Monday, Novl:mbkii 23d, 18G3, 7.} o'ct-ock, i*. m. j

The Common Council met in special session.

Present—His Honor, the Mayor, John Caven, in the chair
;

and the following members;

Councilmen Allen, Brown, Boaz, Blake, Collej^, Cook, Coburn,*

Kmerson, S. A. Fletcher, Jr., II. A. Fletcher, Glazier, Haughey,

Jameson, Lefever, McNabb, Staub and Thompson—17.

Absent—Councilman Wallace—1.

The proceedings of the regular session, held November 16th,

18G3, were read and approved.

His Honor, the Mayor, announced that the first business in

order was to hear and consider reports from the Committee on

Revision of Ordinances.

On motion of Mr. Haughey, the special order of business was

suspended, and the regular order of business taken up,

I5y Mr. Haughey—Communication:

Indianapolis, November 23d, 1863.

7'o the Mayor and Common Council of the City of Indianapolis

:

In response to a resolution of your honora])le body, passed at

your last regular session, the President and Directors of the
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''Citizens' Street Eailroad Company, of Indianapolis," would re-

spectfally report

:

That, if a charter is granted to them for that purpose, they will

agree to construct two (2) miles of said road by the fonrth (4th)

day of July, 1864, and one additional mile during tlie year 1864,
.making three miles of road during the year 1864.

That they will agree to construct at least one mile of said road

daring each succeeding year thereafter up to and including tlie

year 1870.

The said company would further say that they may construct

said road much more rapidly than above proposed, and continue

the construction of the same after 1870 more rapidly than they
pledge themselves to do before that time ; but taking into view
the very unsettled state of finances, and the great uncertainty of

the future at the close of the present rebellion, they do not feel

warranted in making pledges to the City more favorable than

above given.

They believe that the length of road to be constructed and the

number of lines built, beyond what they have herein proposed,

must depend, to a great extent, upon the future growth and pros-

perity of this city. That growth no one can foretell, and the best

guarantee to the city for the construction ' of road as rapidly as

public interest may require it, is contained in the charter now be-

fore the Council, which will enable your honorable body to force

the construction of the road at your pleasure, or compel the com-
pany to give way to competing organizations.

Respectfully submitted on behalf the company,

R. B. CATHERWOOD, President.

Which, on motion of Mr. Ilaughey, was laid upon the table.

* By Mr. Haughey—Communication

:

Indianapolis, November 23d, 1863.

To the 31ayor and Common Council of the City of Indianapolis :

The undersigned, President of the "Indianapolis Street Rail-

road Company," begs leave to represent to your honorable body
that the company he represents has no desire to appear before the

Council and enter into competition with other parties, of whose
responsibility they know nothina^, or to offer anything in the

shape of a bonus to induce the Council to grant them a charter to

construct and operate Street Railroads. When they petitioned

the Council on this subject, they expected that the Council would
exercise its own judgment in passing an ordinance, and hoping
that it would take every caution to protect the interests of the

city by adopting wholesome restrictions as to the occupancy and
use of its streets, &c. If, in so doing, the Council passed an or-

dinance which the " Indianapolis Street Railroad Company" could

not accept, they would immediately notify the Council of tliat

fact, and let it take such action as it might think best.
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WJiilo they decliue to enter into the coiupetitioii abuve iiieu-

lioiied, for the reasons stated, they desire to say that tliey will

accept tlie Cliarter as it now stands, though some of the late amend-
ments are not altogether unobjectionable.

They desire further to say, that they have organized ih\«

company with a view of furnishing, as fast as they can l>c

supplied, facilities to the people of Indianapolis to ride upon

'

one of tlie best constructed roads and in the best cars in the

(Country, and they have no hesitation in saying that they are fully

able to do this just as rapidly as any other company can, and that

tlic}^ intend to ratlier anticipate the wants of the public in this

respect than to l^e behind them.
To satisfy any doubts that may exist on this point, they desire

to say that they will execute a bond in the penal sum of Fifty

Thousand Dollars ($50,000), with good and sufficient surety, to

tlie satisfaction of the City Council, that they will fully comply
with the requirements of the 14th section of the charter. It is

their intention, sliould the charter be granted them, to complete
at least as much more before the close of the year 1864.

Very respectfully,

T. A. MORRIS, Fresident,

JndianayoUs St. H. JR. Co.

Which, on motion of Mr. Brown, was laid upon the table.

Dr. P. 11. Jameson, Chairman of the Committee on Revision of

Ordinances, reported an ordinance entitled

An Ordinance protecting School Property.

W^hich was read the iirst time, and, on motion of Dr. Jameson,

was read a second time by its title.

Dr. P. n. Jameson, Chairman of the Commitcee on Revision ol"

Ordinances, reported ah ordinance entitled

An Ordinance further defining the duties of the City Assessor,

increasing his salary, and repealing an ordinance.

Which was read the first time, and, on motion of Dr. Jameson,

was read a second time by its title.

l)v. P. IL Jameson, Chairman of the Committee on Revision of

Ordinances, reported the following ordinance:

An Ordinance preventing Fi'auds in the Sale of Wood, and pro-
viding for A\^ood Measurei's.

Section 1. Be it ordained btj the Common Council of the Citij of
Indianapolis^ Tliat any ])erson selling wood, or offering wood for

sale within the City of Indianapolis, who shall knowingly make
any false re})resentations, as to the quantity of Avood contained
in any load offered for sale, with intent to defraud any person
who may purchase the same, or who shall fraudulently so con-
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striK't any load of wood which may be exposed for sale, as to

conceal therein inferior or unsalable wood, and difterent from the

parts of the load exposed to view, w^ith intent to defraud any person
who may be the purchaser thereof ; or who shall fraudulently- resort

to any other trick or artiiice, by concealment or misrepresentation,

to deceive any purchaser, and thereby defraud him or her, either

as to the quantity or quality of such load of wood, shall, upon
conviction thereof before the Mayor, be fined in any sum not less

than three dollars, nor more than twenty-five dollars.

Sec. 2. The Common Council shall, at the first regular meeting
of the same, after the first Tuesday in May of each year, elect

two Wood Measurers, who shall hold their oflices for one year

;

one of said Measurers shall be selected for that part of the city

east of the west side of Pennsylvania street and Madison Avenue,
and one of said Measurers shall be selected for that part of the

city west of said street and avenue.

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of said Wo )d Measurers to meaure
a.ccurately all loads of wood exposed for sale in the city of Indian-

apolis, and furnish to each owner, or person in charge of such load,

a ticket, having inscribed, legibly thereon, the owner's name, the

date of said measurement, and the number of cords and cubic

feet of wood contained in the said load, together wdth the signature

of one of said Wood Measurers ; and furthermore to report to the

Mayor or City Attorney any violation of this ordinance.

Sec. 4. If the owner or person having cliarge of any load ol"

wood as afi)resaid, shall sell the same without previous measure-
ment, as herein provided, on that part of any street which borders

on squares numbered sixty-three and sixty-eight, in the City of In-

dianapolis, known respectively as the State House and Court House
Squares, or at any other place whichmay hereafter be designated

by the Common Council as a wood market; or if said owner or

other person shall, in any way, obstruct, hinder or prevent, by inti-

midation, or otherwise, said AV'ood Measurers, or either of them, in

the performance of their or his duties, the said owner or other

person so oflending, shall, on conviction thereof before the Mayor,
be fined in any sum not less than one dollar, nor more than ten

dollars.

Sec. 5. Any Wood Measurer, elected under this ordinance,

wdio shall furnish the owner or other person having charge of

any load of wood, with a ticket as aforesaid, Avhich shall indicate

a greater number of cubic feet, or cords of wood, than are actually

contained in said load, shall, on conviction thereof, be fined in any
sum not less than ten dollars, i/or more than fifty dollars.

Sec. 6. Said Wood Measurers shall be allowed to receive from,

the owner or other person having charge of each load of wood,
for services rendered in measuring the same, as aforesaid, the sum
of five cents, when said service is rendered at any time after the

first day of October, and before the first day of April ; and the
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sum of ten cents wlieu said service is rendered at any time af-

ter the iirst day of April, and before the first day of October.

Sec. 7. At the first reguhir meeting of the Common Council

after tlie passage of this ordinance, two city Wood Measurers
shall be elected, as provided in the second section of the same,
to serve until the next annual election thereafter. All vacancies

at anytime occurring in said offices of City Wood Measurers
shall be filled at any regular meeting of the Common Council.

Sec. 8. This ordinance shall be in force from and after its pas-

sage and publication for two consecutive weeks in the Indiana
AV^eekly State Journal.

Ordained and established, this 23d day of November, 1863.

JOHN CAVEN, Mayor,
Attest :

C. S. BuTTERFiELD, ClUj Clerk.

Which was read the first time, and, on motion of Dr. Jameson,

Avas read a second time by its title.

Dr. Jameson then moved that the rules be suspended, and the

ordinance read a third time now.

The question being, on the suspension of the rules, those who
voted in the affirmative, were Councilmen Allen, Brown, Boaz,

Blake, Colley, Cook, Coburn, Emerson, S. A. Fletcher, Jr., II. A-

Fletcher, Glazier, Ilaughey, Jameson, Lefever, McNabb, Staub

and Thompson—17.

Noes, none.

So the rules were suspended, and the ordinance read a third

time.

The question being, shall the ordinance pass ? those who voted

in the affirmative, were Councilmen Allen, Brown, Blake, Cook,

Coburn, Emerson, S. A. Fletcher, Jr., II. A. Fletcher, Glazier,

Ilaughey, Jameson, Lefever, Staub and Thompson—14.

Those who voted in the negative, were Councilmen Boaz, Col-

ley and McNabb—3.

So the ordinance passed.

Dr. Jameson, Chairman of the Committee on Revision of Ordi-

nances, gave notice that at the next meeting of the Council for

Kevision of Ordinances, he would call up all the pending ordi-

Jiances on their third reading, and desired a full attendance.

Mr. Brown reported, verbally, that the ordinance preventing the '

removal of houses over bridges, &c., as reported by the Commit-
tee on Revision of Ordinances, had been referred to the Commit-
tee on Streets and Alleys, for amendment ; and wished an expres-
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81011 of the'^Couiicil, as to the propriety of reporting, in its stead,

an ordinance cstablishing^a^Board of Public Inaprovement.

When, Mr. S. A. Fletcher, Jr., moved that the Committee oh

Streets and Alleys be instructed to prepare an ordinance to pro-

vide for a Board of Public Improvement.

AVhich motion was adopted.

Mr. MclSTabb, Chairman of the Committee on Cisterns, report-

ed, verbally, that the Committee had, in compliance with instruc-

tions from the Council, examined the large cistern on Circle street,

and that, in their opinion, the arch was perfectly safe ; that the

heaviest steam fire engine in the city had been upon it pumping
the water out, when the ground was veiy damp and unsettled

and that the leak was caused by filling it too full of water, while?

the walls were green, Avhich caused them to spring below the

arch ; and^that the contractors, Messrs. Kruger & Co., were repair-

ing it, and it would be ready for use in a short time.

Which was satisfactorily received.

By Mr. Brown, Chairman Committee on Streets and Alleys :

Indianapolis, ^N'ovember 23, 1863.

Mr. President—The Committee on Streets and Alleys, to whom
was referred sundry bids for cleaning bouldered streets and alleys,

beg leave to report as follows

:

1st. That they find Andrew Stewart to be the lowest bidder,

his bid being at the rate of $29 per square for streets, and $18 per

square for alleys. We do not, however, recommend that a con-

tract be awarded.
2nd. That the Street Commissioner was directed by the com-

mittee to clean a few squares of bouldered streets, to ascertain if

the same could not be done for less than the prices paid the former
contractor. He reports that he can do, and is doing, this work at

an average cost to the city of $20 per square for streets, and $12
per square for alleys.

We, therefore, recommend that the system of cleaning bouldered
streets, by contract be abandoned, and that the ordinance on that

subject be repealed. The Street Commissioner can be author-

ized to do this work and considerable money saved to the city-

AUSTm H. BROWN, )

IIEKRY COBUR]^, V Commiitee.

WILLIAM COOK, j

Which was concurred in.

Mr. Brown also reported the following ordinance on the sub-

ject, to-wit:
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An Ordinance to repeal an ordinance entitled "An ordinance

providing for the cleaning of the bonldered streets ofj[the city,"

.
passed March 24th, 1863.

Section 1. Be it ordained by the Common Council of the City of

Indianapolis^ that an ovdinnnce entitled **An ordinance provid-

ing for the cleaning of bouldered streets of the city,", passed

March 24th, 1863, be and the same is hereby repealed.

Sec. 2. This ordinance shall be in force from and af^er its pas-

sage.

Ordained and established this 23d day of November, A. D. 1868.

JOHN CAVEN, Mayor.
Attest:

0. S. BuTTERFiELD, City Clerk.

Which was read the first time, and, on motion of Dr. W. Clinton

Thompson, was read a second time by its title. '

Mr. Brown then moved that the rules be suspended and the

ordinance read a third time now.

The question being on the suspension of the rules, those who
voted in the affirmative, were Councilmen Allen, Brown, Boaz,

Blake, Colley, Cook, Coburn, Emerson, S. A. Fletcher, Jr., H. A.

Fletcher, Glazier, Haughey, Jameson, Lefever, McNabb Staub

and Thompson—17. Noes, none.

So the rules were suspended and the ordinance read the third

time.

The question being, shall the ordinance pass? those who voted

in the affirmative, were Councilmen Allen, Brown, Boaz, Blake,

Colley, Cook, Coburn, Emerson, S. A. Fletcher, Jr., II. A. Fletcher,

Glazier, Haughey, Jameson, Lefever, McNabb, Staub and Thomp-
son—17. Noes, none.

So the ordinance was passed.

By Mr. Brown

:

Resolved, That the Street Commissioner be allowed such sum
as will make his annual pay one thousand dollars per annum,
commencing with the first day of November, 1863, and that the

City Clerk be directed to issue orders, quarterly, in favor of said

officer bcgining with the quarter ending January 31st, 1864, at

the rate per annum allowed by this resolution.

The question being, shall the resolution pass ? those who voted

in the affirmative, were Councilmen Allen, Brown, Boaz, Blake,

Colley, Cook, Coburn, Emerson, S. A. Fletcher, Jr., II. A.Fletcher,

Glazier, Haughey, Jameson, Lefeverj" McNal)b, Staul > and Thomp-
son—17. Noes, none.

So the resolution passed.
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By Mr. McNabb—Motion :

That the City Engineer contract with Thomas AV^ren, for slop-

ing the month of the alley on Sonth street, west of the canal, pro-

vided it cost not more than $10.

Which motion was adopted.

By Mr. Brown—Motion :

That the Street Commissioner be tlirected to clean all the

bonldered streets and alleys, except those bonldered this year,

and that all the dirt on the streets, west of Meridian street, be
deposited on the west market space, nntil filled nptothe satisfac-

tion of Civil Engineer.

Which motion w^as adopted.

By Mr. Jameson—Motion:

That the City Marshal be instructed to open the alley in the

roar of Dr. Parvin's stable.

Which motion was adopted.

By Mr. Brown—Motion

:

That the City Clerk issue an order in favor of John M. Kem-
per, Street Commissioner, for one hundred and fifty dollars, to pay
the cost of timber and lumber for bridges; also, an order for four

hundred dollars to pay for cleaning the bonldered streets and alleys.

AVhich motion was adopted.

By Mr. Brown—Motion :

That the action of the Council at its meeting on the 9th of

November appointing a distributer of wood purckased for the

poor, be rescinded, and that the Mayor exercise his own discretion

in appointing such distributer.

Whicli motion was adopted.

By Mr. Brow^n—Motion

:

That the subject of purchasing a desk for the Police oflSce be

referred to the Board of Police.

Which motion was adopted.

]3y Mr. Jameson—Motion

:

That when the Council adjourn, it adjourn to meet on Monday
evening next, the 30th inst., at half-past seven o'clock, tor the
consideration of the pending ordinances, as reported by the Com-
mittee oji Revision of Ordinances.

Which motion w^as adopted.

On motion the Council adjourned.

John Cayen, Mayor.
Attest :

(I S. BuTTERFiisLD, City CUvk.


